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USGAHandicapCommitteeGuide

The USGA Handicap Committee Guide is designed as a complement to the Rules of
Handicappingbook. The guideis meanttoassistthe Handicap Committeeinthe
practical application of the Rules of Handicapping and provide guidance on how
to carry outits responsibilities to ensure all players have an opportunity to play or
compete on an equal and fair basis with fellow players.

AplayermustbeaffiliatedwithaGolfClubinordertoestablishand maintaina
HandicapIndex.AGolfClubisanorganizationofindividualmembersthatoperates
under bylaws with Committees (required Handicap Committee) to supervise golf
activitiesand maintainthe integrity of the Rules of Handicapping. The club must be
affiliated with an Allied Golf Association (AGA).

The AGAisthe bodyunderwhichyour GolfClubsitsand should be consultedas
needed forguidance.

Please Note: This Committee Guide is expected to be revised frequently during the initial launch of the World
. . ith Handicap Systeminthe UnitedStates. Please routinely check forupdatestoensure youare usingthe most recent
i association wit version of the guide. This version was published inJune 2020, with the next revision scheduled for Q3 of 2020.

@

WORLD HANDICAP SYSTEM

RE&A USGA




WORLD HANDICAP SYSTEM

R&A USGA

Table of Contents

Purpose of the World Handicap System

Handicap Committee and Club Responsibilities Checklist

Establish a Handicap Committee

Ensurethe ClubMeets the Definition of a Golf Club

Know the Rules of Handicapping

Educate and Communicate the Rules of Handicapping to Members
Ensure Course Details are Accurate (Type 1 Club)

Makethe Process of ConvertingaHandicapIndextoaCourseHandicap as Easy as Possible

Facilitate the Timely Submission of Scores
Maintain Accurate Player Scoring Records

Apply Applicable Penalty Scores and Adjust the Handicap Index of any Member Whose Handicap

Index Does Not Reflect Their Demonstrated Ability
Perform Annual Handicap Reviews

Important Considerations

Allied Golf Association (AGA)

Handicap Index Based on Hand Dominance

Handicap Index for the Golf Professional

Home Club Designation

Most Improved Player

Peer Review

Playing Conditions Calculation (PCC)

Plus Handicap Player

Preferred Lies

Review of Exceptional Score Reductions (ESR)

Rules of Golf Mustbe Followed for Score Posting

Score Types

Score Posting

Short Courses

TargetScore

USGA Centralized Computation Database
JUNE 2020

WORLD HANDICAP SYSTEM

R&A USGA

Workingwiththe CompetitionCommittee

Formats of Play and Allowances
- Stroke Play
+ Match Play
- Other Formats of Play
HowtoDetermineFlights
- Match Play
- Stroke Play
How Ties Will be Resolved
- Match Play
- Stroke Play
- Play-off in Stroke Play
+ Matching Scorecards (Also known as Card Count-Back)

Workingwiththe Green Committee

Sample Letters
- Sample Penalty Score Letter
- Sample Letter Applying Rule 7 Adjustment
- Sample Letter Applying Rule 7 Freeze
- Sample Letter Withdrawing the HandicapIndex
- Sample Policies and Procedures fora Club

Probability Chart

Useful Links

+ Rules of Handicapping

+ Resources for Club Administrators
- Resources for Players

- Handicap Education

- Handicap Publications

How to Get Support

JUNE 2020



WORLD HANDICAP SYSTEM

R&A USGA

Purpose of the World Handicap System

The World Handicap System™ includes the Rules of Handicapping and the Course Rating System. Its
purposeistoenhancetheenjoymentofthe game of golf and to give as many players as possible the
opportunity to:

Obtain and maintain a Handicap Index®,
Use their Handicap Index on any golf course around the world, and

Compete, or play a casual round, with anyone else on a fairand equal basis.

Handicap Committee and Club Responsibilities Checklist

Foraclubtobeauthorized, itmustcomply withthefollowingitemstohelpensurethey are properly
following the Rules of Handicapping. Clubs that have not completed the authorization requirements
will not be permitted to use the Rules of Handicapping and the Handicap Index of its members will
be set to NH (No Handicap).

If a club is called into question regarding any policies not in compliance with the Rules of
Handicapping, the AGAwith oversight responsibilities will contact the club directly. The USGA will aid
the AGAas needed during thediscovery phase. Ifthe AGAis notableto persuadethe clubto change
its policiesinorderto obtain compliance or meet other conditions, the AGAwill advise the clubin
writing that, without authorization, the club may not use any part of the World Handicap System
(includingCourseRating System)andits marks,including the handicap calculationformulaoruse of
the Course Rating and/orSlope Ratinginan alternative handicap for club members.

Ifindoubt, theclubshould contactthe AGAforguidancetobringthe clubinto compliance.
The members of a Golf Club depend on the Handicap Committee to:
1. Establish aHandicap Committee.
Ensure the club meets the definition of a Golf Club.
Know theRules of Handicapping.
Educate and communicate the Rules of Handicapping to members.

Ensure course details are accurate (Type 1 Club).

Make the process of converting a Handicap Index to a Course Handicap™ as easy as
possible.
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7. Facilitate the timely submission of scores.
8. Maintain accurate player scoring records.

9. Applyapplicable penalty scores and adjust the Handicap Index of any member whose
Handicap Index does not reflect their demonstrated ability.

10. Perform annual handicap reviews.

1. Establish a HandicapCommittee

Inaddition to the definition of the Handicap Committee within the Rules of Handicapping, it is
recommended the Handicap Committee have an odd number of memberstoaid when voting
occurs. The Handicap Committee should be chaired by a member of the Golf Club. An employee
is encouraged to serve on the Handicap Committee or participate in an advisory role; however, it is
preferable not to have the employee serve as chair.

The Handicap Committee should develop a policies and procedures document for members of the club
wishingto establishand maintain a Handicap Index. (See sample documentwithin this guide.)

2. Ensure the Club Meets the Definition of a Golf Club

As determined by the USGA, a Golf Club is an organization of at least ten active individual members
that operates under bylaws with Committees (a Handicap Committee is required) to supervise golf
activities, provide peer review, and maintainthe integrity of the Rules of Handicapping.

Members of a Golf Club must have a reasonable and regular opportunity to play golf with each other.
The members’ scores are to be posted on the day of play and be available for inspection by others,
including, but not limited to, fellow members and the club’s Handicap Committee.

A Golf Club is one of three (3) Types:

Type 1.The members of a Type 1 clubare located at a specific golf course with a valid Course Rating™
and Slope Rating™ where a majority of the club’s events are played and where the club’s scoring
records are accessible and demonstrate a frequency of play; or

Type 2. The members of a Type 2 club are affiliated, or known to one another, via a business, fraternal,
or social organization. The majority of the club members had an affiliation prior to organizing the
club and have no affiliation to any one golf course or demonstrate frequency of play at a specific golf
course. Members generally must be within an approximate 100-mile radius of the principal location
of the Golf Club. The principal location of a Golf Club must be the physical address in the city or town
which the club firstidentified in its application for authorization; or

Type 3. The members of a Type 3 club had no prior affiliation, and a majority of the recruiting and
sign up of the membershipis done by solicitation to the public (e.g., social media, newspaper,
Internet). Members do notexhibit any regularity of play atany specific golf course. Members
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generally mustbewithinanapproximatea 100-mileradius of the principal location of the Golf Club.
The principal location of a Golf Club must be the physical address in the city or town which the club
firstidentified in its application for authorization.

Note: Where clarification of a Golf Club type is needed, the AGA or the USGA will make the final
determination as to the club type.

3. Know the Rules of Handicapping

Asapartoftheeducationandassessmentrequirements forauthorization, the clubisrequiredto
participateinaneducational sessionincluding passingatesttodemonstrate knowledge of the Rules
of Handicapping. A score of at least 80% is required to satisfy the education requirement.

An annual club assessment will be conducted by the AGA to ensure reliability, consistency and
fairness to clubs and golfers.

The AGA has resources available to support the Handicap Committee to learn the Rules of
Handicapping and performits responsibilities. The AGA may also carry out education seminars for
Golf Clubs, either via in-person or online seminars.

4, Educate and Communicate the Rules of Handicapping to Members

Howwellplayers complywiththe Rulesof Handicapping depends,toalarge extent,onhow
well their responsibilities are communicated to them and their understanding of the potential
consequences of not fulfilling those responsibilities. An effective Handicap Committee will
continually provide the education and information the players need.

The Handicap Committee should concentrate its education efforts on the key features of the Rules of
Handicapping that are most relevant to players, so that they understand:

which scores are acceptable.

the timeframe for submitting scores for handicap purposes.

how to calculate a maximum hole score for handicap purposes.

how to convert the Handicap Index into a Course Handicap.

the concept of handicap allowances for different formats of play.

where to find the scoring record.

how their Handicap Index is calculated.

the Handicap Committee’s ability to post penalty scores.

the process of a handicap review.

the consequences of a player not adhering to their responsibilities.
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This can be achieved through the Golf Club’swebsite, newsletters or policies and procedures document.
The Handicap Committee might also consider holding a member’s information meeting, as part of the
overall communication and awareness process.AGAs should be able to supply clubs with arange of
materials to support this effort, including PowerPoint slides, videos, posters and/or pamphlets.

The Handicap Committee should be accessible to answer members’ questions and should contact
their AGA if they are unsure about how to proceed or answer a question.

5. Ensure Course Details are Accurate (Type 1 Club)

The Handicap Committee should periodically review the published Course Rating, Slope Rating, par
and strokeindexvalues withinthe handicap software to confirmthey matchwhatis listed on the
scorecard. Publishedratings can befound onthe courserating database located onthe USGAwebsite.

COURSE RATING AND SLOPE RATING

Forascoretobeacceptableforhandicap purposes,itmustbe playedonasetofteesonagolf
course with a valid Course Rating and Slope Rating. If one or more sets of tees ona course have not
been rated, the Handicap Committee should contact its AGA for assistance.

Newly constructed courses change rapidly inthe first few years and must be re-rated within five
years.Anestablished course mustbere-ratedatleastevery 10years, evenifithas notbeenchanged
inanyway. A course mustnolonger use its Course Rating and Slope Rating if the ratings are more
than 10years old and scores recorded on that course may not be posted to a player’s scoring record.

The rating information from every set of tees, for both genders, should be:
made readily available via online applications,
displayed in a prominent place at the club, or

printed on the scorecard.

INACTIVE SEASON

The Handicap Committee must confirmthe clubis observing the inactive seasonas determined

by the AGA having jurisdiction in its region. Scores made at any golf course observing an inactive
seasonarenotacceptableforhandicap purposes. Theseasondates aredesignedtosignifywhenthe
courseis beingregularly maintained and scores are being posted for handicap purposes.

MODIFICATIONS TO THE COURSE

The Handicap Committee must notify the AGA when temporary tees and/or greens are used. The
AGAwill decidewhether scores made underthose conditions areto be accepted for handicap
purposes,andwhetherthe Course Rating and Slope Rating should be modified temporarily.

If a temporary rating will not be issued, the Handicap Committee has a responsibility to notify its
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members and guests thatwhen a hole is not played or temporary tees/greens arein use, the score
forthat hole must be net par. Aminimum of 7 holes for a 9-hole score or 14 holes for an 18-hole
score must be playedinorderforthe score tobeacceptable for handicap purposes.

Ifthe number of holes not played or temporary tees/greensin useis greater than the minimum
requirementandatemporary ratinghas notbeenissued by the AGA, the score mustnotbe usedfor
handicap purposes for members and guests alike.

The Handicap Committee must notify the AGA when permanent changes are made to the course or
course set-up has changed significantly. The AGA should then review the current Course Rating and
Slope Rating and determinewhethera re-ratingis necessary. Examples of such occurrences might be:

astormcausesalandslidewherethe greenwas located,andthe course must permanently
shorten a hole from a par 5 to a par 3; or

inacostsavingseffort, maintenance practices changedfrom cuttingthe rough daily to twice
aweek resultinginan increase in average rough height of 1-2 inches; or

aportionofthe propertyissold,andholes are reconfigured to createa new layout.

PAR

The determination of hole paris a part of the course rating process done by the AGA. To benefit the
player experience, the standardization of total parfor all tees on a given course where practical is
therecommended practice by the USGA and the default position for deciding the parvalue. See the
USGA Position Paper on Parfor more information. Itisimportant to note that the primary factor for
determiningwhetherastandardized parshould be usedisthe designof the holeas itwas intended
to be played. Secondary factorsinclude the mostcommonly played set of tees per genderand the
mostcommon parvalue on a hole. The AGA after consultation with the Golf Club and/or golf course
staff will make the final determination.

The Golf Club must make certain the par assigned for each hole (and gender, if different) is correctly
listedonanytee signs aswellas printed onthe club’s scorecard, postedina prominent placeatthe
club, or available via online applications.

PLAYING FROM AN UNRATED SET OF TEES

When a set of tees do not have a Course Rating and Slope Rating for the appropriate gender, the
Handicap Committee must contact the AGA for approval to utilize the yardage adjustment table in
Appendix G to determine atemporary rating that can be used by the player(s) to post acceptable
score(s) for handicap purposes. If scores are posted frequently using the adjusted ratings, the
Handicap Committee must contact the authorized association so that a permanent rating can be
established.
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STROKE INDEX ALLOCATION
Stroke index allocation is used to determine the maximum hole score to be posted for handicap
purposesaswellas knowing where the playeristo give or receive handicap strokes.

Recommended stroke index allocations can be provided to the club by the AGA using course rating
data.Therawholerankingsare based onthe combination of Course Ratingand Bogey Rating™
relative to par,withthefinalrecommendationadjusted toaccommodate stroke playand match play.
However, clubs can continue to determine stroke allocationwith alternative methods.

The USGArecommendsthateach coursehasoneallocationformenandoneforwomen, basedon
the most commonly played tees for each gender.

6. Make the Process of Converting a Handicap Index toa Course
Handicap as Easy as Possible

The Course Rating, Slope Rating and par for a set of tees will allow a Handicap Index to be converted
into a Course Handicap based on the difficulty of the golf course.

The calculation of the Course Handicap is critical to determine the appropriate score to submit for
handicap purposes,includinganyadjustments for net double bogey or application of net par.

Itisimportant thatthis conversion processis madeas easyas possibleforall playersand options
may include use of:

a mobile app or other electronic tool,
a Course Handicap table,or
the Course Handicap Calculator located on the USGA website.

If Course Handicap tables are used, they should be posted in a place which is accessible for use by
all players; forexample, close to thefirsttee, scoring kiosk orin the clubhouse locker rooms.

Note: To determine a 9-hole Course Handicap, halve the 18-hole Handicap Index and round to the
nearest tenth.

7. Facilitate the Timely Submission of Scores

The Rules of Handicapping rely onthe accurate and timely submission of all acceptable scores.
Scores should be submittedimmediately following play to ensure that:

they are included in the Playing Conditions Calculation.
they are available for peer review.

the Handicap Index can be updated for the next day.
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Thecalculation ofaHandicapindexundertheWorld Handicap Systemis designedtoreflecta
player'sdemonstratedability,and thisis only possibleif thereare sufficient scores uponwhich
to base that calculation. The Handicap Committee should ensure the submission of scores under
the Rules of Handicapping, for all authorized formats of play which includes both competition and
recreational scores.

Theprocessof submittingascoreshould be madeas easy as possibleforthe player-especially
when they are playing away from their home club. This may include use of:

a mobileapp,
aterminal or kiosk at the Golf Club, or
an online handicapping software service.

As above, it is important that the Course Rating and Slope Rating information is easily accessible for
all players to allow them to properly record their scores.

Itistheresponsibility of the playerto posttheirscoreunless otherwise directed bya Committeein
charge of acompetition.

8. Maintain Accurate Player Scoring Records

The Handicap Indexwill be updated by the USGA the day aftera score was submitted. This will
generally beanautomated procedure,withinthe handicap computation service. However,where
appropriate, the Handicap Committee may performaspecial updatetothescoring record which will
recalculate the Handicap Indeximmediately.

Members should be made aware of where they canaccess their Handicap Index and scoring record
information. This may be via:

a mobileapp,
handicapsoftwareinstalledonaterminalorkioskinthe GolfCluboraccessibleonline,or
reports displayedin the clubhouse or provided by the club upon request.

Anyerrors oromissionsinaplayer’sscoring record reported to the Handicap Committee must be
handled appropriately, according to the situation.

A Handicap Index lapses if a playeris nolongeran active member of at least one Golf Club. The
player’s scoring record will be retained wherever possible in the USGA centralized computation
database. This will provide the Handicap Committee with valuable information should the player
seek to re-establish the Handicap Index in the future.
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9. ApplyApplicable Penalty Scores and Adjustthe Handicap Index
of any Member Whose Handicap Index Does Not Reflect their
Demonstrated Ability

The Rules of Handicapping include safeguards to ensure a player’s Handicap Index accurately
reflectstheirdemonstrated ability. However,inrareinstances wherethe handicap calculationand
safeguards do notaccurately reflect their demonstrated ability, it will be necessary for the Handicap
Committee to consider takingaction.

When considering any adjustment to, or withdrawal of, a player’s Handicap Index, the Handicap
Committee must ensure that the player is:

involved in the process,
fully informed of the level of any adjustment or withdrawal, and
made aware of how long it applies.

Rule 7 of the Rules of Handicapping provides details on the process for each of these steps. These
proceduresaredesignedtobothassistthe Handicap Committeeand ensurethateachplayeris
treated fairly and consistently from Golf Club to Golf Club.

PENALTY SCORE

Itisstronglyencouragedforaplayerto postthescore onthe same day of play. The Handicap
Committee isauthorized to postapenalty score toa player’s recordwhen a playerfails to post
an acceptable score from an authorized format of play in a timely manner. No prior notification
isrequired,however,asapartofthe club’s policiesand proceduresitis recommended to notify
players of consequences of failure to post acceptable scores.

The penaltyscorewill be identified with the letter “P"forthe score typeand can be applied by the
Handicap Committee through the handicap software. The Handicap Committee should decide the
appropriate penalty score based on the intent of the playerand can selecta high or low penalty
score. This will duplicate the highest or lowest Score Differential™ respectively found in the player’s
most recent20 scores.

Alternatively, if the Handicap Committee is aware of the score information it may post the actual
score with the score type of “P” in addition to the penalty score.

ADJUSTING A HANDICAP INDEX
If a player’s Handicap Index does not reflect their demonstrated ability the Handicap Committee

should conduct a handicap review.
Usingallavailableevidence,including handicap software and reporting foranalysis, the Handicap
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Committee may adjust or freeze the Handicap Index of the player. The Handicap Committee should Additional information the Handicap Committee may want to consider during a handicap review
continue to monitor the player’sscoring recordand further adjust the Handicap Index if needed. includes, but is not limited to:

The Handicap Index will be identified with the letter “M” (e.g., 16.3M). - Howdid the player perform in competitions?

Note: When the Handicap Index has beenadjusted or frozen by the Handicap Committee, it may - Didthe player have an injury during the year?

impact the Low Handicap Index™ value of the player. The Handicap Committee should review and

considerresetting the Low Handicap Indextothe new value unless alower Handicap Index value

becomes eligible. - Havetherebeensignificantchanges tothe home coursewhich may haveimpactedthe
fluctuation in the player’s scoring record?

Arescoresbeing postedinatimely manner?

WITHDRAWING A HANDICAP INDEX - Isthe playerapplying the Rules of Handicapping procedures such as net par and net double
Inthe rare instance whereaplayer repeatedly fails to adhere to their responsibilities under the bogey appropriately?

Rules of Handicapping, the Handicap Committee may withdraw the Handicap Index from the player. _ ’ _ _ _ _ _ _
The playerwill beidentified witha“WD” as the value for the Handicap Indexwithin the handicap - Didthe player’shome ScoreDifferentials vary drastically from theiraway Score Differentials?

software and onreports.

The Handicap Committee should determine the expiration date of the withdrawn status and reinstate
the Handicap Index forthe player upon suchdate. Once reinstated, the Handicap Committee should

continue to monitor the player’s scoring record. Im portant Considerations

PLAYER APPEAL PROCESS Althoughnotapartofthe checklistabove, thefollowingconsiderations areidentifiedtoassistthe
Prior to making an adjustment orwithdrawal of a player’s Handicap Index, the player must be given Handicap Committee to ensure the club’s compliance under the Rules of Handicapping.
the opportunity to respond either in writing or in person to the Handicap Committee.

The player should be provided the information available as to why the Handicap Index is being ALLIED GOLF ASSOCIATION (AGA)

adjusted or withdrawn as well as the duration. The AGAworkswith the USGAand other AGAs to provide a number of services and support for

. . . . players, Golf Clubs, and the USGA in their territories. This includes:
The Handicap Committee should ensurethatithas proceduresin placetosettleanydisputesin

relationtoa handicap review or the application of the Rules of Handicappingin general. The player + handicap administration in support of the WHS™,
may es_calagetheirgrigvance ofthe Handicap/ndexadjustmenttothe AG_A Han_dicquommittee . providing course ratingservices,
for review if they believe the club’s Handicap Committee is not operating within the Rules of
Handicapping. - administering the Rules of Golf and the Rules of Amateur Status,
recruiting andtraining volunteers,
10. Perform Annual HandicapReviews . conducting AGA championships and national championship qualifiers,
Itis strongly rgcommendeq thatt.heHandicap Committee perform ahandicap reviewannual!y of . developing community initiatives and promoting those community initiatives developed by
aIImembersofltsclub.Hand:caprewewscanalso becondyctedformdw@ualplayersatanytlme the USGA and other national bodies, all designed to support and grow the game of golf.
during the year. The Handicap Committee should pay particular attention to any scores on a player’s ‘ _ ‘
scoring record that have been brought to the Handicap Committee’s attention by other members or ThéAGA is the body underwhich your Golf Club sits and should be consulted as needed for
players. This can beaided through reporting tools available inthe handicap software. guidance.

The purpose of the review is for the Handicap Committee to make certain the Handicap Index of
the playeris representative of their demonstrated ability. The Handicap Committee should look for
anomalies within thescoring record. See Appendix D of the Rules of Handicapping for guidance.
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HANDICAP INDEX BASED ON HAND DOMINANCE

Aplayer mustestablish a Handicap Index playing from either their dominant or non-dominant hand
side. If the Handicap Index is established playing left-handed, the player must continue to play left-
handed and post all acceptable scores.

If a player discontinues play from the hand dominant side in which the Handicap Index was
established and begins play from the opposite side, the original Handicap Index must be invalidated,;
and a new scoring record must be established. The Handicap Committee should work with the AGA

to remove the invalidated Handicap Index and scoring record from display.

A player may not have a left-handed Handicap Index and a right-handed Handicap Index
concurrently.

HANDICAP INDEX FOR THE GOLF PROFESSIONAL

The golf professional plays animportant role at the Golf Club. As mentioned previously, they are
encouraged to be part of the Handicap Committee or participate in an advisory role. By encouraging
the golf professional to have a Handicap Index, it provides them first-hand experience to the daily
changes of ascoring record. The Rules of Handicapping indicate this is permissible aslong as they
meet all of the player responsibilities within the Rules of Handicapping.

HOME CLUB DESIGNATION

Each playerwithinthe USGA centralized computation database must have a homeclub designation.
The purpose of the designation is to have a benchmark for when the Handicap Index will be updated
as well as define which club and AGA have oversight responsibilities on the player’s scoring record.

The Handicap Index of a player will be updated at 12:00 midnight local time based on the location of
the AGA that the home club is affiliated.

Ifaplayerisamulti-member(memberof morethanoneclub,regardless of AGAaffiliation) each
club’s Handicap Committee has access to the scoring recordto correct any errors or omissions.
However, the Handicap Committee at the player’s home club should be responsible forany
adjustments to the Handicap Index of the player.

The player canwork with their cluband/or AGAto designate the home club. The player mustbe an
active member of the club for it to be designated as the home club.

Aplayermustnotdesignateahomeclubforthe purpose of obtainingaHandicapindexbasedon
whether the club may give them an unfair advantage.

MOST IMPROVED PLAYER
Therecommended method for determining a Golf Club’s most improved player attheend of a
season, year or custom time period is as follows:

Add 12 to the player’s Handicap Index at the start date. This value is A.
11| JUNE 2020
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Add 12 to the player’s Handicap Index at the end date. This value is B.

Dividevalue AbyvalueB, calculatingtothree decimal places. Thisis theimprovementfactor. The
playerwiththe highestimprovement factor should receive the mostimproved player award.

Example:
Starting Handicap Index: 24.3
Ending Handicap Index: 16.2
Value A: 243 +12=36.3
Value B: 16.2 +12 =28.2
A/ B: 36.3/28.2=1.128
Improvement factor: 1.128

Theplayerwiththehighestimprovementfactoristhe mostimproved player.
Important Notes:

TheWorld Handicap Systemwas introduced onJanuary 1,2020. All players withinthe USGA
centralized computation database had their Handicap Index re-calculated under the WHS
formula. Only a Handicap Index calculated under the WHS formula should be considered for
themost improved player.

Players that had a Handicap Index adjustment (withdrawn, freeze, adjustment) during the
selected time period should not be eligible for the mostimproved player.

PEER REVIEW

The player and the Handicap Committee have joint responsibility for adhering to the two basic
premises: each playerwill try to make the best scoreat every holeineveryround, regardless of
wheretheroundis played,andthatthe playerwill postevery acceptablescorefor peer review.

As a part of peer review, the Handicap Committee must make the scoring record of members
accessible to all other members for the certification of scores. This may be accomplished through
handicapsoftware provided by theclub(i.e.,mobileapp oronline application).

PLAYING CONDITIONS CALCULATION (PCC)

Perthediscretion providedinthe Rules of Handicapping, PCCforagiven course willberunonce
adayonly,at 12:00 midnightlocal time based on the location of the AGA office that the course
is affiliated. This means a score posted onacourse inatime zone different fromthe player’s
home club will have the PCC adjustment made to the Score Differential and the Handicap Index
recalculated (if midnight at the AGA location has occurred).

Itisimportantto notethatthe PCCcalculationis datadrivenand based onexpected scoring results
comparedtothe scores postedforthe day. If the Handicap Committee has concerns about the
frequency of PcCadjustments ontheir course, they should reach out to the AGAfor consultation.
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PLUS HANDICAP PLAYER

Ascratchplayeris defined as aplayerwith a Handicap Index of 0.0. Whether calculating the
Handicap Index, Score Differential, Course Handicap or Playing Handicap™, rounding always takes
place up towards zeroatabreakpoint,whichis exactly 0.5 onboth sides of scratch. Itisimportant
toremember ifthe roundingis at the whole or tenths place.

SCORE DIFFERENTIAL EXAMPLE
Whenaplayerreturnsascore oflessthanthe Course Ratingonahigh-Slope course, the Slope
adjustment moves the negative Score Differential closer to zero when there is no PCC adjustment.

Score - 71; Course Rating - 70.0; Slope Rating - 140; PCC -0
SD=(113+140)x(71-70.0-0) =0.807143

SD=0.8

Score - 71; Course Rating - 71.0; Slope Rating - 140; PCC - 0
SD=(113+140)x(71-71.0-0) = 0.000000

SD =0.0

Score - 71; Course Rating - 72.0; Slope Rating - 140; PCC - 0
SD=(113+140)x(71-72.0-0)=-0.807143
SD=-0.8

COURSE HANDICAP CALCULATION EXAMPLE

Handicap Index - +0.5; Course Rating - 71.4; Slope Rating- 119; Par - 72
CH=-05x(119+113)+(71.4-72)

CH=-1.12654867

CH = +1

Handicap Index - +1.3; Course Rating - 71.4; Slope Rating - 129; Par - 72
CH=-1.3x(129+113)+(71.4-72)

Ch =-2.08407080

CH=+2

Handicap Index - +2.4; Course Rating - 71.4; Slope Rating - 139; Par - 72
CH=-2.4x(139+113)+(71.4-72)

CH =-3.55221239

CH = +4

HANDICAP INDEX CALCULATION EXAMPLE

Thelowest 8 out of the most recent 20 Score Differentials are: -2.7,-3.8,-3.8,-3.7,-4.3,-3.2,-3.9,-3.8.

Total Score Differentials = -29.2
Average = -3.650000
Handicap Index = +3.6
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APPLYING HANDICAP ALLOWANCES
Whenapplyingallowancestothe Course Handicap,the playerwitha plus Course Handicap moves
closer to zero.

Four-Ball Stroke Play Example - recommended allowance is 85%
Course Rating - 71.3; Slope Rating - 132; Par - 72

PLAYING HANDICAP
PLAYER HANDICAP INDEX COURSE HANDICAP (ALLOWANCE 85%)
+3

A +2.3 +3.386726

B 0.8 0.234513 0
C 9.6 10.514159 9
D 15.2 17.055752 14

Inacompetitionwhere 85%of Course Handicapis utilized, the +2.3becomesa +3(+3.386726x

0.85),the 0.8 becomes a 0(0.234513 x 0.85),the 9.6 becomes a9 (10.514159x 0.85)and the 15.2

becomes a 14(17.055752 x 0.85). The spread between their Playing Handicap is 17,which is 85% of
the original spread of 20 using 100%.

Relative to the scratch player (0.0), all have been adjusted by the same percentage.

PREFERRED LIES
Adverseconditions suchasheavysnows,springthaws, prolongedrainsorextremeheatcan
sometimes damage the course or prevent use of heavy mowing equipment.

When such conditions arewidespread onthe course, the Committee canchoosetoadoptalocal
Rulefor“preferredlies” (alsoknownas “winterrules”)toallowfair play orhelp protect the fairway.
SuchaLocal Rule should be withdrawn as soon as conditions allow.

TheuseofthisLocalRuleoutsidethefairwayinthegeneralareaisnotrecommendedasitmay
resultinaplayerreceivingfreerelieffromareas whereaball might otherwise be unplayable (suchas
in areas of bushes or trees).

Incompetition play, itis not authorized to implement this Local Rule once play has begunfora
stroke-play round. Doing sowould allow players who have more holes to play the advantage of
usingitforalongerperiod oftime. The Local Rule could beimplemented onceamatch has begun
between the play of two holes as opponents have an equal benefit.

For guidance on drafting the Local Rule, please refer to Model Local Rule E-3 in the Rules of Golf.

Scores made while the Local Rule for preferred lies is in effect must be posted unless the Handicap
Committee (inconsultationwiththeir AGA) determines that course conditions are so poorthatscore-
posting should be temporarily suspended.
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REVIEW OF EXCEPTIONAL SCORE REDUCTIONS (ESR)
The Handicap Committee should perform a review of a player who has multiple ESR adjustments orif a
singlescoreproducesa-2.0ESR.Asingle ESR of -2.0 may suggestthe player postedanincorrectscore.

RULES OF GOLF MUST BE FOLLOWED FOR SCORE POSTING
The Handicap Committee must ensure the members play by the Rules of Golf. If a Type 1 club, the
Committee should confirm the golf course is marked in accordance with the Rules of Golf.

The AGA is able to provide guidance on properly marking the golf course.

SCORE TYPES

Withinthe United States, scores will be identified with the letter designations below. These can
beusedtohelpidentify the format of play, wherearoundwas played and other details about the
round.

H=Home (should be usedforascorewhereagolferisanactive member)
A =Away

C = Competition

N = Combined 9-hole

P = Penalty
E = Exceptional (will be an attribute of score type)
Note:

There is no restriction on 9-hole scores being posted as competition scores.

For the purposes of handicap review, clubs are encouraged to post certain scores as
competition scores. Although competition scores alone do not havea directimpacton the
calculation of the Handicap Index of a player, they may be used as part of a handicap review
toindicatethe player’'sdemonstratedabilityin competitionrounds versusgeneralplay.

Acompetitionscoreisascoremadeinacompetitionorganizedand conductedbya
Committee in charge of the competition. The competition must identify a winner(s) based
onastipulated round(s) and must be played under the Rules of Golf. The competition can
be match play or stroke play. Examples of scores made at the club level that should be
designatedas competition scores include club championships (stroke or match play)and
member-guest competitions.

SCORE POSTING

Where hole-by-hole score entry is in use through the handicap software, applicable adjustments to
thegross scorecan beautomaticallyapplied.Ifhole-by-holescoringisnotinuse, the gross score

adjusted fornet parornetdouble bogey will need to be determined and recorded manually. These
adjustments may beforwhenaholeis not played, orahole has been started but notfinished by the
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player.Scorepostingfieldsthatarenot populated automatically by the handicap softwarewillneed
to be populated manually when entering scores.

SHORT COURSES

Ashortcourseisoneunder 3,000 yardsinlength for 18 holes or 1,500yards for nine holes. The
ShortCourseHandicapisnotthesameasaHandicapindexandisnot portable.ltisnotvalidatany
golf course other than where the Short Course Handicap was established. Only scores made on the
shortcourse may be postedlocally for handicap purposes. Those scores cannot be postedintothe
USGA centralized computationdatabaseand mustnotbe usedtocalculate the Handicap Index.

IfacourseisinterestedinprovidingaShortCourse Handicaptoits members,itshould contactthe
AGA to have a Short Course Rating conducted.

TARGET SCORE

TheTargetScoreis the benchmark the player can use to knowif they have playedtotheir handicap.
Generally,aplayershould expectto playtotheirhandicap about 15-20%ofthetime and expectto
shoot about 2-4 strokes higher.

Target Score = Course Handicap + par

USGA CENTRALIZED COMPUTATION DATABASE

The USGA issues the Handicap Index for all players within the United States and performs all
calculations exclusively withinits centralized computation service. All players with a Handicap Index
within the United States are a part of the centralized database and can be accessed for peer review
purposes by the Handicap Committee.

Aplayerwhobelongstomorethanone GolfClubmustregisterasamulti-memberwithinthe USGA
centralized computation database withasinglescoring record. Ifitis determined aplayer has
multiple profiles within the centralized database, the Handicap Committee should contact its AGA to
have the scoring recordsmerged.

Working with the Competition Committee

It is critical for the Handicap Committee to provide guidance to club officials and other club Committees.

COMPETITION COMMITTEE

The Competition Committee typically organizes and runs competitions forthe club. The Handicap
Committee should consult with the Competition Committee to ensure the following items are
decided upon in advance and clearly communicated:
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Establish the Terms of the Competitionforallapplicable events at the club.

Establish a schedule of events that caters to players of all abilities, offering all members the
opportunity to submit acceptable scores for handicap purposes.

In certain circumstances, the Committee in charge of the competition (or the Handicap
Committee) hasthediscretiontodecidewhatPlaying Handicapthe playershouldusefor
specific rounds beingplayed.

Ifneeded,jointlyobtainapprovalfromtheappropriate AGArequestingasuspensionof score
submission due to exceptionally poor course conditions.
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Scramble (4 players) Example
Course Rating - 72.3; Slope Rating - 135; Par - 72

HANDICAP
ALLOWANCE
(25 % /20%
/ 15% / 10%
FROM LOWEST
TO HIGHEST
HANDICAP)

HANDICAP

INDEX COURSE HANDICAP

TEAM
PLAYING
HANDICAP

(ROUNDED)

TEAM
PLAYING
HANDICAP

Refertoandusetherecommendedhandicapallowances outlinedin Appendix CoftheRules A 8.4 10.3353982301 2.5838495575

of Handicapping for various formats of play. B 12.6 15.353097345] 3.0710619469

o UsingtheTermsofthe Competition,scorecards, pairings sheetor other methods, players C 23.4 28.2557522124 42383628319 13.65070796 14
should be alerted that any allowances will be applied to the unrounded Course Handicap D 312 37 5743362832 37574336283

to determine the Playing Handicap for the competition.

The Handicap Committee should examine the results of competitions and take appropriate
action if needed. (i.e., If a player repeatedly wins net competitions is their Handicap Index
truly reflective of their demonstrated ability?)

Determine the Handicap Index eligibility requirements for the event.
Determine the stroke index allocation to be used for the competition.

0o Inmixedcompetitionswhere playersplaytheirownballandwhereallocationsare
differentformenandwomen,the playersareto receive strokes based ontheirrespective

Inafoursomematch, the allowance for the higher-handicapped sideis 50 percent of the
difference between the combined Course Handicap of each side. (When selected drives are
permitted, the allowanceis 40 percent.) The lower handicapped side competesat scratch.

Foursome Example
Course Rating - 72.3; Slope Rating - 135; Par - 72

stroke allocations. TEAM
HANDICAP COURSE CO_II\_/IEB L':/IIED IIDr\llFfI'EERAEI\’\/lICE :L?SV?I}ACI\’IA CPE PLAYING
o Inmixedfoursome,includingselected drive match play (eachside plays one ball), strokes INDEX HANDICAP HANDICAP

HANDICAP HANDICAPS (50%)

are to be received based on the men’s allocation. (ROUNDED)

Inateamcompetitionwhere players playthe sameball (Chapman/Pinehurst,Scrambles)and
asingle Playing Handicap is used for the team, the handicap allowances are to be applied

to each player’s Course Handicap, then combined and rounded as the final step to determine A 8.4 103353982301 25.6884955752 0
the team Playing Handicap. B 12.6 15.3530973451
i C 11.4 13.9194690265
Chapman/Pinehurst Example 323787610619 6.69026544867  3.34513274 3
Course Rating - 72.3; Slope Rating - 135; Par - 72 D 15.2 18.4592920354

TEAM
PLAYING PLAYING

HANDICAP HANDICAP
40% HIGH HANDICAP) (ROUNDED) o ItisrecommendedtousetheHandicapindexineffectonadateas closetothestartof

the competition as possible with considerationforthe preparationwork that needs to
take place (pairing, scorecards, etc.).

HANDICAP COURSE HANDICAP  ALLOWANCE

PLAYER (60% LOW HANDICAP + The Handicap Index to be used for the competition.

INDEX HANDICAP

10.3353982301
15.3530973451

6.2012389381
6.141238938

A 8.4
B 12.6
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For multi-round events, determineif the Handicap Index will be updated between rounds or if
the Handicap Index at the start of the competition will be used for all rounds.

0 Toeaseadministrative tasks, itis recommended the Handicap Index remain unchanged
between rounds for the duration of the competition.

The USGAstronglyencouragesthe Committeein charge of the competition postall
competition scores. The Committee (preferably the Handicap Committee, in consultation
withthe Committeein charge of the competition)mustdetermineinadvanceifthese
conditionsare metandannounceinadvancewhetherthe scorewill beidentified by the letter
“C” when posted.

o Evenifthe same Handicap Index is used throughout the event, itis important for the
Committee to post scores at the end of each day.

o Theplayer’sfull,unrestricted Course Handicapshould be usedforthe calculation of
the adjusted gross score based onthe Handicap Index on the day the competitionwas
played.

0  The Handicap Committee has the discretion to accept a score for handicap purposes if a
player has been disqualified from a competition.

o Forexamplesof whenascore should be accepted for handicap purposes please see
Rules of Handicapping 2.1b/1 - Examples of When Player Has Been Disqualified From a
Competition, But Gained No Significant Scoring Advantage.

o  Forexamples of whenascore should notbe accepted for handicap purposes See Rules
of Handicapping 2.1b/2 - Examples of When Player Has Been Disqualified Froma
Competition for an Action That Would Have Provided a Significant Scoring Advantage.

Formats of Play and Allowances

The following is a list of common formats of play and the recommended allowances.

Rule 3.3 of the Rules of Handicapping provides guidelines on formats of play when a player starts
butdoes notholeoutandwhatscoreto postforhandicap purposes. The player must recordtheir
mostlikely score or net double bogey, whicheveris lower,asappropriate forthe situationand
depending on the format of play.

Incases whereamatchis decided before the conclusionof9or 18holes and the players play the
remaining holes, they must post their actual scores (adjusted for net double bogey) for handicap
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purposes. If they do not play the remaining holes, net par must be recorded for the remaining holes
aslong as they’ve played the minimum number of holes required to post an acceptable score (7 for a
9-hole score or 14 for an 18-hole score).

Additional information regarding allowances under the World Handicap System can be found on
the USGA website.

STROKE PLAY

RECOMMENDED HANDICAP
FORMAT OF PLAY TYPE OF ROUND ALLOWANCE

INDIVIDUAL 95%
INDIVIDUAL STABLEFORD 95%
INDIVIDUAL PAR/BOGEY 95%
STROKE PLAY INDIVIDUAL MAXIMUM SCORE 95%
FOUR-BALL 85%
FOUR-BALL STABLEFORD 85%
FOUR-BALL PAR BOGEY 90%

The recommended handicap allowance of 95% for the individual stroke play formats listed above are
stated for net events consisting of at least 30 players. When fewer than 30 players arein the field,
the recommendation is to use 100%.

FORMAT DESCRIPTIONS

INDIVIDUAL STROKE PLAY

Each competitor receives full Playing Handicap. The net score is equal to the gross score minus the
Playing Handicap. (A player with a plus Playing Handicap willadd to the gross scoreto determine
the net score).
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INDIVIDUAL STABLEFORD
Thescoringin stableford competitions is made by points awarded inrelationto afixed score of net
par at each hole as shown below:

HOLE PLAYED IN POINTS

MORE THAN ONE OVER FIXED SCORE OR NO SCORE RETURNED 0
ONE OVER FIXED SCORE
FIXED SCORE

ONE UNDER FIXED SCORE
TWO UNDER FIXED SCORE
THREE UNDER FIXED SCORE
FOUR UNDER FIXED SCORE

S B W N

Thewinneristhe competitorwhoscores the highest number of points. Players use full Playing
Handicap,and strokes aretakenastheyare allocated onthestrokeindexallocationtable.

INDIVIDUAL PAR/BOGEY

Aformof stroke play that uses scoring asin match play where: the competitorwins, loses orties
aholeby completing the holeinfewer strokes, more strokes orthe same strokes as a fixed target
scoreforthatholesetby the Committee. The competitioniswon by the playerwiththe highesttotal
of holes won versus holes lost (that is, adding up the holes won and subtracting the holes lost).

INDIVIDUAL MAXIMUM SCORE

Aplayer’s scoreforeach holeis capped at a maximum set by the Committee, which may be fixed
(suchas6,8,10,etc.),related topar(suchastwo times parortriple bogey), orrelated tothe
player’s handicap (such as net double bogey). A player who does not complete a hole (often referred
toinformally as “picking up”)is not disqualified, but simply gets the maximum scorefor the hole.

FOUR-BALL STROKE PLAY

Infour-ballstroke play,two competitors playas partners, each playing theirown ball. The lower net
score of the partnersis the score for the hole and the total score for all holes played is the team
score.

In mixed four-ball stroke play, strokes are taken as assigned on the player’s respective stroke index
allocationtable,and players must playfromthesets of tees designated by the Committeein charge
of the competition.
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FOUR-BALL STABLEFORD

In four-ball stableford, two competitors play as partners, each playing their own ball. The scoring in
stableford competitions is made by points awarded in relation to a side’s fixed score of net par at
eachholeasshownbelow. The higher pointtotal of the partnersis the score forthe hole.

HOLE PLAYED IN POINTS

MORE THAN ONE OVER FIXED SCORE OR NO SCORE RETURNED 0
ONE OVER FIXED SCORE 1
FIXED SCORE

ONE UNDER FIXED SCORE
TWO UNDER FIXED SCORE
THREE UNDER FIXED SCORE
FOUR UNDER FIXED SCORE

S W N

Thewinneris the side who scores the highest number of points. Players use full Playing Handicap,
and strokes are taken as they are allocated on the stroke index allocation table.

FOUR-BALL PAR/BOGEY

Aformof stroke play thatuses scoring as in match playwhere: the sidewins, loses or ties ahole by
completingthe holein fewer strokes, more strokes or the same strokes as a fixed target score for
thathole set by the Committee. The competitionis won by the side with the highest total of holes
wonversus holes lost (thatis,adding up the holes won and subtracting the holes lost).

MATCH PLAY

In match play, the game is played by holes. Except as otherwise provided in the Rules of Golf, a hole
iswon by the playerorside that holes its own ball in fewer strokes. Inahandicap match, the lower
net scorewins the hole. Amatchis won by the player or side thatis leading by anumber of holes
greater than the number of holes remaining to be played.

RECOMMENDED HANDICAP
FORMAT OF PLAY TYPE OF ROUND ALLOWANCE

INDIVIDUAL 100%
FOUR-BALL 90%

MATCH PLAY
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FORMAT DESCRIPTIONS

INDIVIDUAL MATCH PLAY

Inindividual match play,the matchiswon by the playerwhois leading by anumberof holes greater
thanthenumberofholesremainingtobe played. Thehigher-handicapped playerreceivesthefull
difference in the Playing Handicap between the two players; the lower-handicapped player plays
from scratch.

FOUR-BALL MATCH PLAY

Infour-ball match play, two play their better ball against the better ball of two other players. After
the handicap allowance of 90%is applied, the Playing Handicap of all four players is reduced by the
Playing Handicap of the player with the lowest Playing Handicap, who then plays from scratch. Each
of the three other players is allowed 100 percent of the difference.

OTHER FORMATS OF PLAY

TYPE OF ROUND RECOMMENDED HANDICAP ALLOWANCE

FOURSOMES 50% of combined team handicap
GREENSOMES 60% low handicap + 40% high handicap
PINEHURST/CHAPMAN 60% low handicap + 40% high handicap
BEST 1 OF 4 STROKE PLAY 75%

BEST 2 OF 4 STROKE PLAY 85%

BEST 3 OF 4 STROKE PLAY 100%

BEST 4 OF 4 STROKE PLAY 100%

SCRAMBLE (4 PLAYERS) 25%/20%/15%/10% from the lowest to highest handicap
SCRAMBLE (2 PLAYERS) 35% low/15% high

TOTAL SCORE OF 2 MATCH PLAY 100%

BEST 1 OF 4 PAR/BOGEY 75%

BEST 2 OF 4 PAR/BOGEY 80%

BEST 3 OF 4 PAR/BOGEY 90%

4 OF 4 PAR/BOGEY 100%
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FORMAT DESCRIPTIONS

FOURSOMES STROKE PLAY

Infoursomes stroke play, two players formaside and the side plays one ball. The partners play
alternately fromtheteeing grounds and alternately during the play of each hole. The allowance is
50%ofthe partners combined TeamHandicap. The lowerhandicapped side competes atscratch. A
plus combined Playing Handicap side must be added to the gross score to determine the net score.

FOURSOME MATCH PLAY

Inafoursome match,two playagainsttwoand eachside plays oneball. The partners play alternately
fromtheteeing grounds and alternately duringthe play of each hole. The allowance forthe higher-
handicapped sideis 50%of the difference between the combined Team Handicap of each side. The
lower handicapped side competes at scratch.

GREENSOMES STROKE PLAY

Ingreensomes stroke play, two players formaside and the side plays one ball. The partners each

playfromtheteeing ground. Partners select the ballwith which theywish to score and play that ball
alternatelytocompletethe hole.Whoever’s tee shotis chosen, the other team memberwill hitthe

second shot.

GREENSOMES MATCH PLAY

Inagreensomes match, two play againsttwo and each side plays one ball. The partners each play
fromtheteeing ground. Partners select the ball with which they wish to score and play that ball
alternatelytocompletethe hole.Whoever’stee shotis chosen,the otherteam memberwill hitthe
second shot.

CHAPMAN OR PINEHURST STROKE PLAY

In Chapman or Pinehurst stroke play, two players play as partners. Each partner plays from the
teeinggroundand plays the partner’s ballforthe secondshot. Afterthe second shot, partners select
the ballwith whichtheywishto score and play that ball alternately tocomplete the hole.

CHAPMAN OR PINEHURST MATCH PLAY

InaChapman or Pinehurst match, two play against two. Each partner plays fromthe teeing ground
andplaysthe partner’s ball forthe second shot. Afterthe second shot, partners select the ball with
which they wish to score, and play that ball alternately to complete the hole.

BEST 1 OF 4 STROKE PLAY
Inbest 1 of 4 stroke play, four players play as aside, each playing their own ball. The lowest score of
the side is the score for the hole.
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BEST 2 OF 4 STROKE PLAY
In 2 of 4 stroke play, four players each play their own ball and the two best balls on each holeis the
score for the hole.

BEST 3 OF 4 STROKE PLAY
In 3 of 4 stroke play, four players each play their own ball and the three best balls on each holeis the
score for thehole.

BEST 4 OF 4 STROKE PLAY
In4 of 4 stroke play, four players each play their own ball and the total of each player’s score on each
hole is the score for the hole.

SCRAMBLE (4 PLAYERS)

Ateam consists of four players.Eachplayerhits fromtheteeingground, thentheteam choosethe
best of the four shots for the next shot. All team members then play the second shot from that
location,andagain choosethebestshot.Play continuesinthismanneruntiltheholeiscompleted.
The team handicap is deducted from the total gross score.

SCRAMBLE (2 PLAYERS)

Ateam consists of two players. Each player hits fromthe teeing ground, thenthe best of the players

ischosenforthe nextshot. Team members then play the second shotfrom thatlocation,and again

choosethebestshot.Play continuesinthis manneruntiltheholeiscompleted. Theteamhandicapis
deducted from the total gross score.

TOTAL SCORE OF 2 MATCH PLAY

Intotal score of 2 match play, two players form aside and play against another side. Each player
plays their own ball. The combined total of the two player’s scores for each holeis recorded forthe
side. The Playing Handicap of allfour players is reduced by the Playing Handicap of the player with
the lowest Playing Handicap, who then plays from scratch. Each of the three other players is allowed
100 percent of the difference.

BEST 1 OF 4 PAR/BOGEY STROKE PLAY
In10of4 par/bogey stroke play,four players play as aside, each playing theirown ball. The lowest
score of the side is the score for the hole.

BEST 1 OF 4 PAR/BOGEY MATCH PLAY
In10of 4 par/bogey match play, four play their best ball against par or bogey at each hole. The
winner is the team that is most successful in the aggregate of holes.
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BEST 2 OF 4 PAR/BOGEY STROKE PLAY
In2 of 4 par/bogey stroke play,four players playas aside, each playing their own ball. The two
lowest scores of the side is the score for the hole.

BEST 2 OF 4 PAR/BOGEY MATCH PLAY
In 2 of 4 par/bogey match play, four play their two best balls against paror bogey at each hole. The
winner is the team that is most successful in the aggregate of holes.

BEST 3 OF 4 PAR/BOGEY STROKE PLAY
In3of 4 par/bogey stroke play,four players play as aside, each playing their own ball. The three
lowest scores of the side is the score for the hole.

BEST 3 OF 4 PAR/BOGEY MATCH PLAY
In 3 of 4 par/bogey match play, four play their three best balls against paror bogey at each hole.
The winner is the team that is most successful in the aggregate of holes.

4 OF 4 PAR/BOGEY STROKE PLAY
In4 of 4 par/bogey stroke play,four players play as aside, each playing their own ball. The total of
all four scores of the side is the score for the hole.

4 OF 4 PAR/BOGEY MATCH PLAY
In4 of 4 par/bogey match play, four each play their ball against par or bogey ateach hole. The
winner is the team that is most successful in the aggregate of holes.

How to DetermineFlights

MATCH PLAY

Foramatch play competition, customarily the number of players orteamsin aflight should be
placedintheappropriate draw of 8, 16,32, 0r 64 (see below). The players orteams in each flight
may be determined onthe basis of Handicap Index or Playing Handicap. Inwhich case, if there
areto be flights of 16,the 16 players with the lowest handicaps (or the 16 teams with the lowest
combined handicaps) should comprise the Championship Flight, the next best 16 players or teams
based on handicaps should comprise the First Flight, and so on.

Another commonly used method of determining the players or teams for each flightis a stroke-
play qualifyinground orrounds. If this methodis used and there are to be flights of 16, the

16 players or teams with the lowest scores in the qualifying competition should comprise the
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Championship Flight.Ifthereare to beflights otherthanthe Championship Flight,the 16
playersorteamswiththe nextlowestscoresshould comprisetheFirstFlight,andsoon. Itis
recommended that atie for last place in a Championship Flight be decided by a hole-by-hole
playoff and that players should be advised in advance as to the time and place of the playoff. If a
playoff is not feasible, ties should be decided by matching scorecards.

Inthe case of a handicap match-play competitionin which flights are to be determined by a
qualifying round, the qualifying round may be conducted at scratch oronahandicap basis. If it

is desired not to have high and low-handicap players competing against one another in matches,
qualifying at scratch is recommended. Although the draw for match play may be completely blind
or certain players may be distributed (seeded) throughout different quarters or eighths, the General
Numerical Drawis recommended if flights are determined by aqualifying round. When using the
GeneralNumerical Draw, each playerisassignedanumberbased onthe player’s qualifying score.
Thelowestqualifierisno. 1,thesecondlowestqualifierisno.2,andsoon.Underthe General
Numerical Draw, players are paired by number for matches as follows:

For purposes of determining places in the draw, recommendations can be found in the “Official
Guide to the Rules of Golf, Committee Procedures, 5F(1).”

UPPER HALF LOWER HALF UPPER HALF LOWER HALF

64 Qualifiers 32 Qualifiers
1 vs. 64 2 vs. 63 1vs. 32 2 vs. 31
32 vs. 33 31 vs. 34 16 vs. 17 15vs. 18
16 vs. 49 15 vs. 50 8 vs. 25 7 vs. 26
17 vs. 48 18 vs. 47 9vs. 24 10 vs. 23
8 vs. 57 7vs. 58 4vs. 29 3vs. 30
25 vs. 40 26 vs. 39 13 vs. 20 14 vs. 19
9 vs. 56 10 vs. 55 5vs. 28 6 vs. 27
24 vs. 41 23 vs. 42 12 vs. 21 11 vs. 22

4 vs. 61 3 vs. 62 16 Qualifiers
29 vs. 36 30 vs. 35 1vs. 16 2vs. 15
13 vs. 52 14 vs. 51 8vs. 9 7vs. 10
20 vs. 45 19 vs. 46 3vs. 13 3vs. 14
5vs. 60 6 vs. 59 5vs. 12 6vs. 11

28 vs. 37 27 vs. 38 8 Qualifiers
12 vs. 53 11 vs. 54 Tvs. 8 2vs. 7
21 vs. 44 22 vs. 43 4vs. 5 3vs. 6
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Note:Ifthereareinsufficient players to complete aflight, byes are used to completeit.Ifthereis one
bye, the playerintheno. 1 positioninthe draw should receiveit.If there are two byes, the playersin
theno. 1 and no. 2 positionsinthe draw should receive them, and so on. If the competition is made
up of numerous flights, the Committee should fillin as many flights as possible before using the
byes. The byes should be used in completing the last flight.

STROKE PLAY

Ifthefieldistocomprisehighandlowhandicapped competitors, the Committee mightwish

to establish flights so that each competitor will be competing against other competitors with
comparable ability. The handicaprangeforeachflightis uptothe Committee aswell asif theflights
are to be determined using Handicap Index or Playing Handicap.

For example, in an individual stroke play competition Flight A might be comprised of competitors with
a Playing Handicap of 9 or less, Flight B might be for those with Playing Handicaps from 10through
19,Flight Cforthose with Playing Handicaps of 20 through 29,and Flight D forthose with Playing
Handicaps of 30and higher.Anotheroptionistowaituntilentriesarecompleteandthencreate
flightswiththe players divided evenly by Playing Handicaporalong natural breaks inthe entries.

DETERMINING OVERALL FLIGHT WINNER
For member-guest style events with multiple flight winners, how the overall winner will be decided is
up to the Committee.

Ifa“shootout” will take place, the Committee can chooseto use the player’s full 9 or 18-hole
Course Handicaps before applying the handicap allowance for the format of play chosen or
usea percentage of Playing Handicap based onthe numberofholes played. Ifa percentage
of Playing Handicap is used, it's recommended that the shootout will last at least three holes.

How Ties Will Be Resolved

In match play and stroke play, the Terms of the Competition can be used to determine the wayin
which ties areresolved.

MATCH PLAY
Ifamatchistied afterthe final hole, the matchis extended one hole atatime until thereis awinner,
unless the Terms of the Competition state otherwise.

The Terms of the Competition should specify ifthe match mayendinatie orif the play-off method
will differ from that specified in Rule 3.2a(4). Options include the following:
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The match ends in a tie,
Thematchwill be extended starting ataspecifichole otherthanthefirsthole, or
Therewillbeaplay-off overafixednumberofholes (forexample, 9 or 18holes).

Inahandicap match, the stroke index allocation as set by the Committee should be usedto
determinewhere handicap strokes should be givenorreceivedinextraholes unlessthe Termsof the
Competition state otherwise.

A tie in a match should not be decided by a stroke-play play-off.

STROKE PLAY
The Terms of the Competition should specify whetheracompetition mayendin atie, orif there will
beaplay-off or matching of scorecards to determine the winner and other finishing positions.

A tie in stroke play should not be decided by a match.

PLAY-OFF IN STROKE PLAY
Ifthereistobeaplay-offinstroke play,the Termsofthe Competition should setthefollowing:

Whenthe play-offwill be held, forexampleifitwill startataspecifictime,as soonas possible
after the last group finishes or on a later date.

Which holes will be used for the play-off.

The number of holes over which the play-off will be played, for example, if it will be a hole-by-
hole play-off or overalonger period suchas 3,6 or 18 holes,and whatto do if it there is still
atie after that.

o Intheregularformofstroke play,ifaplay-off forahandicap competitionis over fewer
than 18holes, the number of holes played should be used to determine the number of
strokesto bededucted. Itis recommended thatany such play-off consistof atleast three
holes. For example, if a play-off is over three holes, one-sixth of the Playing Handicap
should be deducted from the score for the play-off hole.

o Forplay-offs fornetcompetitionswhere the stroke index allocationis used, such as Four-
Ball, Par/Bogey or Stableford competitions, handicap strokes should be applied during
the play-offholesas theywereassignedforthe competition, usingthestroke index
allocation.

Playersareonlyrequiredtoreturnascorecardfortheplay-offifthe Committeeissuesthem
to the players.

MATCHING SCORECARDS (ALSO KNOWN AS A CARD COUNT-BACK)
Ifaplay-offis notfeasible or desired, the Terms of the Competition may specify that any ties will
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be decided by matching scorecards. Evenwhenthe winner of acompetitionistobe decided by a
play-off, other positions in the competition may be decided by matching scorecards. The method of
matchingscorecards shouldalso provideforwhatwillhappenifthis procedure does not producea
winner.

One method of matching scorecardsisto determinethewinnerbased onthe bestscore forthelast
round.If thetying players have the same score forthelast round orif the competition consisted of
asingleround, determinethewinner based onthescoreforthelast nine holes, last six holes, last
three holes and finallythe 18thhole. Ifthereis still atie, then the last six holes, three holes andfinal
hole of thefirst nine holes will be consideredinturn.Iftheroundislessthan 18 holes, the number
of holes used in matching scores may be adjusted.

Ifthis process does not resultinawinner,the Committee could considerthe competition atie, or
alternatively could decide the winner by chance (such as tossing a coin).

Matching scorecards is also known as a card count-back or a scorecard play-off.
Additional Considerations:

Ifthis methodis usedinacompetitionwith a multipleteestart, itis recommendedthatthe
“last nine holes, last six holes, etc.”are holes 10-18, 13-18, etc.

For net competitions where the stroke index allocation as set by the Committee is not used,
suchasindividual stroke play, if the last nine, last six, last three holes scenariois used, one-
half, one-third, one-sixth, etc. of the Playing Handicaps should be deducted from the score
for those holes.

Innetcompetitionswherethe strokeindexallocationas set by the Committeeis used, such
as Four-Ballstroke play,Par/Bogey or Stableford competitions, handicapstrokes should be
applied consistently with how they were applied for the competition.

Working with the Green Committee

The Handicap Committee should seek the cooperationofthe Green Committee in maintaining
bothlengthand normal playing difficulty ataconstantandfairlevel. This canbeaccomplished by
balancing the placement of tee markers so that the course’s effective playing length is approximately
the same onadaily basis. Similarly, there should be balanced selection of hole locations for the
entire course with respect to left, right, center, front and back positions.

The Course Rating and Slope Rating for each set of tee-markers is based on the course being
properly marked. During play,awell-marked course allows a player to play by the Rules of Golf and
helps to eliminate confusion for players.
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Duetoweatherormaintenance practices, the course may playfastandfirmorsoftand slow.During
these abnormal conditions, itis recommended for the Committee to consider using the rear tee
areas for a fast course or the forward tee areas for a slow course.

Sample Penalty ScorelLetter

Although not required, as a courtesy a club may want to send a penalty letter.
[Written on Club Stationery]

[Date]
Dear [Player Name],

The Handicap Committee has determined that a penalty score should be assigned to you for [state
reason - failureto post, failure to post forthe purpose of gaining an unfairadvantage, posting an
incorrect score].

[After havingissuedyou several warnings or based onour club’s policies and procedures], the
Handicap Committeewillissuethis penalty toyourscoringrecordon[Date]. YourHandicap Index
will be updated appropriately the following day. This penalty round will be identified inyour scoring
record with the letter “P” as the score type.

Sincerely,

Handicap Committee
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Sample Letter Adjustment to the Handicap Index

Sample Letter Applying Rule 7.1a - Adjustment to the Handicap Index
[Written on Club Stationery]

[Date]
Dear [Player Name],

Afterperformingareview ofyourscoringrecord,the Handicap Committee has determinedthatyour
Handicap Index is not reflective of your demonstrated ability.

Inaccordance with Rule 7.1a of the Rules of Handicapping, we have determined an adjustment
to your Handicap Index is warranted due to [state reason - incapacitating injury, lack of score
submissions, improvement of play following lessons, etc.].

In the interest of fair play, your Handicap Index will be adjusted to a [e.g., 7.6M]. Before the
adjustmentbecomes effective, you may appealtothe Handicap Committee either by letterorin
person by [date]. If the Handicap Committee does not receive a response either in writing or verbally
fromyou or determines that the reasons for adjustment are still valid, the adjusted Handicap Index
will become effective on [date].

As new scores are posted, your Handicap Index will be updated accordingly thus allowing you to
play out of the adjustment. The Handicap Committee will continue to review your scoring record
to determine if your Handicap Index should revert to the normal handicap formula computation.
Inthe meantime, continue to postall acceptable scoresand observe allaspects of the Rules of
Handicapping.

Sincerely,

Handicap Committee
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Sample Letter Freeze the Handicap Index

Sample Letter Applying Rule 7.1a - Freeze the Handicap Index
[Written on Club Stationery]

[Date]

Dear [Player Name],

After performing areview of yourscoring record, the Handicap Committee has determined thatyour
Handicap Index is not reflective of your demonstrated ability.

Inaccordance with Rule 7.1aof the Rules of Handicapping, we have determinedtoadjust your
Handicap Index due to [state reason -incapacitatinginjury, lack of score submissions, improvement
of play following lessons, etc.].

Inthe interest of fair play,your Handicap Indexwill be frozenat[e.g., 7.6M]fora period of [state
theduration of freeze]. Beforethefreezeisapplied,you mayappeal tothe Handicap Committee
either by letter or in person by [date]. If the Handicap Committee does not receive a response either
inwriting or verbally from you or determines that the reasons to freeze the Handicap Index are still
valid, the new Handicap Index value will become effective on [date].

During this time period, continue to post your acceptable scores and observe all aspects of the Rules
of Handicapping. The Handicap Committee will continue toreviewyourscoringrecordtodetermine
ifyour Handicap Index should revert to the normal handicap formulacomputation.

Sincerely,

Handicap Committee
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Sample Letter Withdrawing the Handicap Index

SampleLetter ApplyingRule 7.1c-Withdrawingthe Handicap Index
[Written on Club Stationery]

[Date]

Dear [Player Name],

After previously [adjusting or freezing] your Handicap Index, the Handicap Committee has found it
necessary to withdraw your Handicap Indexin accordance of Rule 7.1cfor [deliberately or repeatedly]
failing to comply with your responsibilities under the Rules of Handicapping.

Inthe interest of fair play, your Handicap Index will be withdrawn until [state the period of when the
Handicap Indexwill be withdrawn]. Before withdrawing the Handicap Index,you may appealtothe
Handicap Committee either by letter or in person by [date]. If the Handicap Committee does not
receivearesponseeitherinwritingorverbally fromyouordeterminesthatthereasonstowithdraw
the Handicap Index are still valid, your Handicap Index will be withdrawn on [date].

During this time period, continue to post your acceptable scores and observe all aspects of the Rules
of Handicapping. The Handicap Committee will continue to review your scoring record to determine
ifyour Handicap Index should revert to the normal handicap formulacomputation.

Sincerely,

Handicap Committee

JUNE 2020 | 34



WORLD HANDICAP SYSTEM

R&A USGA

Sample Policies and Procedures for a Club

Thefollowingis atemplate for use by clubs wishingto outline its policies and procedures set
forth by the Handicap Committee. It should be referenced in the club’s bylaws, provided to new
members or available to the membershipthrough designated channels.

[Written on Club Stationery]

Handicapping Policies and Procedures of the [Insert Name of Golf Club]

The Handicap Committee of the Golf Clubis responsible forensuringcompliance withthe
obligations under the World Handicap System in accordance with the Rules of Handicapping and

the USGA. As a Committee, we will verify that acceptable scores are posted for handicap purposes
and made available for peer review. The Handicap Committee will perform random score audits and
review members scoring records at least annually.

In addition, the Handicap Committee provides guidance to club officials and other club Committees
toensure players consistently havetheability tousetheir Handicap Indexto compete, orplaya
recreational round, with anyone else onafairand equal basis. Key Committees include the [Golf
Course or Green Committee*] and the Competition Committee.

The Handicap Committee consults with the Competition Committee to establish the Terms of the
Competition for all applicable events at the club. [The Handicap Committee cooperates with the Golf
Course/Green Committee in maintaining both length and normal playing difficulty of the course at a
constant and fair level.] *Green Committee may not apply to all clubs.

The Handicap Committee members are [List names of the Handicap Committee]

The Handicap Committee has set forth the following policies and procedures for all members
wishing to establish and maintain a Handicap Index with our club.

Maintain an active membership on the handicap roster of the club.
Post all acceptable scores, including 9-hole rounds.
Scores are to be posted within the same day of the round being played.

Whereapplicable, properadjustments mustbeappliedtoall scoresfor postingpurposes,
including net double bogey and most likely score.

Each playerwilltryto makethe bestscoreatevery holeinevery round,regardless ofwhere
the round is played.

What is an Acceptable Score?

If 14 or more holes are played in an 18-hole round
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If 7 holes are played on a rated 9-holes

Scores made in match play, stroke play and team competitions

Scores made under Rule 3.2 when a hole is not played

Scores made under Rule 3.3 when a player does not hole out

Scores made if a playeris disqualified from a competition but has an acceptable score

Scores made when played by the Rules of Golf

Scores made when played on a course during its active season

Scores made inthe company of at least one other person,who canalsoactasamarker
All acceptable scores are to be posted within the same day of play using one of the following methods:
Thefollowing statements are examples you might consider at your club’s discretion.

Score posting kiosk at the golf course

Mobile app

AGA website

Returned to the golf shop/Handicap Committee for posting

By the Competitions Committee using tournament software

[List other methods your club and/or association provides]
Disciplinary Actions for failure to post or player manipulating their Handicap Index:
The following statements are examples you might consider at your club’s discretion.

1. Firstfailureto postor potential manipulation of yourscorewill resultinaverbalwarning

Second failure will result in a written warning

Thirdfailure will result in the appropriate penalty score issued for scores not posted

Afteryour fourth failure to post your score or continued manipulation of the scoring record,
furtherdisciplinary action will be taken as the Handicap Chairand Committee deems fair
and equitable

Aplayer mustearnaHandicap Index. No player hasaninherentrighttoaHandicap Index without
demonstrating ability to our Golf Club’s Handicap Committee. The Handicap Committee has the
authorityand obligationto adjusta Handicap Indexif it feels necessary to do so.

Please direct any questions or concerns to [Type Chair Name], handicap chair at [Type phone/email
contact information].
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Probability Chart

Aprobability chartdepictingodds of aplayershootingalowerthanexpected score based ontheir
Handicap Index will be provided once a sufficient number of scores have been posted under the
World Handicap System.

Useful Links

Rules of Handicapping
Resources for Club Administrators
Resources for Players
Handicap Education

Handicap Publications

How to GetSupport

Reach out to your local Allied Golf Association

Contact the USGA Handicap Department
Phone: 908.234.2300 ext. 5

Email: hdcpquestions@usga.org
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